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produced symptom! causing tho writer to dtsgnoso nppendicltis. Tho usual 
lateral Incision was mado when the truo condition was recognised. A 
median Incision was then mado, and tho ovary was removed successfully. 

In tho third caso a solid tumor of tho ovary (cancerous) was removed with 
the uterus. 
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Rapid Dilatation of the Cervix with Rossi’s Dilator.-In tho Central- 
btatt filr QyniMogk, 1902, No. 85, Knapp adds Ills testimony to that ol 
Leopold in favor of tho uso of llossl’a dilator. It will ho remembered that 
this instrument consists of sovcrnl arms over which nro placed corrugated 
tips to sccuro a firm grasp of tho tissue. Tlicso arms aro separated by n screw 
turned by n amnll wheel at tho outer extremity of tho Instrument, It is 
inserted within tho cervix, closed, and Its blades gradually separated until 
dilatation is complete. 

Knapp's caso Is that of a patient, aged thirty-eight years, In n critical con¬ 
dition from extensive pulmonary tuberculosis. 8ho was seven months 
pregnant, and tho cervix admitted three lingers with difficulty. It was 
desired to empty tho uterus ns rapidly as posslblo In the interests of tho child 
and with tho hope cf somewhat relieving tho mother. In n little over ten 
minutes it was posslblo to completely dilate tho cervix and extract tho child 
with forceps. Tho fcctus hod recently perished boforo extraction. 

It must be remembered In judging of this caso that in phthisical patients 
tho tissues aro often amende and relaxed, and lienco dilatation would not ho 
difficult. In spite of this, however, tho action of this Instrument is certainly 
rcinnrknkly efficient. 

Two Vaginal Oanarean Sections for Eclampsia.— Jahrkim (Ocntralbhtt 
fiir OyntUologie, 1902, No. 35) reports two cases In which vaginal Ciraarean 
section was practised, witli version and extraction of tho child, for eclampsia. 
The first of tlicso was that of a primlpara who had had twenty-three con¬ 
vulsions heforo she was seen. 8ho had marked (edema, tho pupils wero very 
small, and tho pulso full, hard, and rapid. Tho cervix was undllatcd, tho 
head movable, and tho membranes had ruptured. Vaginal Ctesaroan section 
followed by version and extraction of tho child wero performed. Mother 
and child made a good recovery. In Caso II. tho patient had not been so 
long III eclampsia, but seemed much more prostrated and with much loss 
power of resistance. The child was dead when tho patient waa admitted to 
tho hospital, 8ho was delivered by a vaginal Cicsarcnn section, with 
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version nnd extraction and separation of tho placenta. The mother did not 
recover consciousness, and died of heart failure nine hours after delivery. 

From tlie standpoint of those who believe that rnpid delivery is imperative 
in eclampsia, tho method of Ctcsarean section by vaginal incision deserves 
careful attention. It has tho advantage over abdominal section that the 
abdomen remains unopened, while version gives a ready method for the 
extraction of tho child. 

Myoma of the Uterus Complicating Pregnancy. -Backer (CentralblaU 
/Hr Qynatologie , 1902, No. 38) reports six cases of myoma of tho uterus com¬ 
plicating pregnancy. 

Tho first caso was that of a primipara who was delivered of a child at full 
term, labor being complicated by tho prcsenco of a myomatous tumor 03 largo 
ns a child’s head. Tho tumor was fixed, Immovable, Its lower portion lying 
In tho hollow of tho sacrum and its upper border extending abovo the prom¬ 
ontory. It was impossible to rornovo tho tumor through tho vagina or to so 
displace it that labor could proceed, nnd accordingly the abdomen was opened 
and tho child extracted by incision of tho uterus. Tho tumor was left. Tho 
patient’s recovery was complicated by phlegmasia of tho lower extremity, 
from which tho patient made a gradual recovery. Nino months afterward 
the tumor had decreased one-half in size. 

In two of these cases tho prcsenco of the tumor caused such dyspnoea that 
operative Interference was undertaken during tho second half of pregnancy. 
In tho first of these the tumor was an intraligamentous growth upon the left 
sido, and was successfully removed, pregnancy continuing. Tho second of 
these cases had tho tumor behind tho uterus, nnd tho uterus and tumor were 
removed and tho stump treated with tho thermocautery. This patient died 
from purulent peritonitis. 

Two other cases were those of pregnancy in tho early months complicated 
by tho presence of myomatous tumors. In each of these cases tho uterus 
was emptied, nnd in each the patient made a good recovery from tho opera¬ 
tion. Ono of tho tumors was a polyp which protruded from tho uterus nnd 
beenmo gangrenous. 

His last caso was that of a patient seen In consultation nnd found dying 
of septic infection. Upon examination it was found that a gangrenous 
myoma retained within the abdomen after tho birth of tho child was the 
enuso of tho infection. 

Abdominal Boctlon for Retroflexion and Fixation of the Pregnant 
Uterus.—At a recent meeting of tho Obstetrical Society of Dresden, Marrch* 
nkr [Otntnlbhtt fi\r Qyndtotogie, 1902, No. 38) reports tho case of a patient, 
aged thirty years, suffering from loss of appetite, vomiting, and pain in the 
back and abdomen. It was thought that alio had tubal gestation. Tho uterus 
seemed to bo small, tho left ovary swollen, and tho right could not be felt. 
A tumor was developing in the right sido of the pel vis which was thought to 
bo a tubal gcstAtion. This tumor could not bo moved under anesthesia, and 
was possibly a retroflexed and Incarcerated pregnant uterus. Tho patient 
was treated by abdominal section. It was found that tho tumor was the 
retroflexed pregnant womb, which was fixed beneath tho promontory of the 



